
he articles on setting up open-

SUSE (and other Linux distros) 

usually end with the installation 

instructions and don’t give much guid-

ance about what to do next. In this 

 article, I highlight some common post- 

installation tasks you’ll need to tackle.

Once your openSUSE system is up and 

running, the first thing you will want to 

do is set up your package repositories. A 

repository (sometimes called a repo) is 

basically a collection of software. Differ-

ent repositories contain different collec-

tions. The openSUSE Project has a wide 

range of repositories available – from 

basic repositories that hold the core soft-

ware in the openSUSE distribution, to 

extra project repositories that let you 

track the development of favorite desk-

tops like Gnome and KDE.

First, add the official and update re-

positories. To add repositories in open-

SUSE, go to YaST and click Software Re-

positories. If you installed from the DVD, 

you should have four repos enabled:

s OPEN353%$6$
s 5PDATESFOR����
s OPEN353%����/33
s OPEN353%����NON/33
!FIFTHREPO�OPEN353%����$EBUG�
holds packages with debug information. 

Unless you’re a developer, you probably 

won’t need this one.

If you’re going to keep the openSUSE 

DVD with you at all times, you can 

safely disable the DVD repo. Just 

 uncheck enabled, and it will disappear 

from the rotation.

To add a few repos, click Add, and 

then select Community Repositories from 

the list of options.

YaST will download some information 

from the openSUSE.  org site then present 

YOUWITHALISTOFOPTIONS�&IGURE�	�
You’ll want to choose many of the fol-

lowing repos:

After you finish installing openSUSE, you can start by preparing your 
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s 6IDEO,AN2EPOSITORY
s 0ACKMAN2EPOSITORY
s 7INE
s './-%#OMMUNITY
s !4)2EPOSITORY�FORYOUR!4)CARD	
s .6)$)!2EPOSITORY�IFYOUHAVEAN

nVidia card)

s +$%#OMMUNITY
s /PEN/FFICE�ORG�IFYOUWANTTOFOLLOW

OpenOffice.org development)

s -OZILLA�IFYOUWANTTOFOLLOW-OZILLA
development)

s OPEN353%%DUCATION
The education repository is great if you 

have kids on openSUSE!

If you use KDE, you’ll want the KDE 

repos; if you don’t, they’re not so useful. 

The basic idea is to take what makes 

SENSEFORYOU�.OTETHATYOUDON�TNEED
to enable Gnome, KDE, OpenOffice.org, 

OR-OZILLATOGETUPDATESFORTHESTABLE
versions – just if you want to follow 

newer versions.

Once you’ve selected the repos, click 

OK, and you’ll see a few dialogs that 

mention downloading the software; 

you’ll also probably be prompted to ac-

cept GPG keys. (It's used to “sign” soft-

ware so that you know it’s trusted.)

The Linux community has done a great 

job of providing support for wireless 
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cards. Still, some cards aren’t Linux 

compatible out of the box, either be-

cause the manufacturers are not provid-

ing support for Linux or because they 

provide insufficient documentation for 

the kernel developers to write drivers.

If you have an Atheros wireless chip-

set, you might be able to get your card 

WORKINGWITHTHE-AD7I&IPACKAGE�4O
INSTALL-AD7I&I�YOU�LLNEEDTOADDTHE
-AD7I&IREPOSITORY�ORJUSTUSE�#LICK
Install to get the packages you need.

4HE�#LICK52,ISAVAILABLEONTHE
OPEN353%WIKI;�=nJUSTCLICKTHELINK
and you’ll be prompted for the root pass-

word; then, you can walk through the 

steps to install the packages necessary 

FOR-AD7I&I�
Once you’ve installed the necessary 

packages, you can run modprobe ath_

pci, and it should show that your card 

has been detected. At this point, you 

can manage the card normally with 

.ETWORK-ANAGEROR+.ETWORK-ANAGER
 (depending on your desktop).

OK, so you’ve got a fancy high-end 

nVidia or ATI video card, but the open 

source drivers aren’t quite doing the 

trick. That is, you have video, but you 

don’t have accelerated 3D video, which 

is what you dropped the big bucks for 

when you bought your computer, video 

card, or both. You want 3D, and you 

WANTITNOW�.OPROBLEM�
The good news is, if you run a laptop 

with an Intel chipset, you’re already 

good to go. The latest X.org drivers sup-

port your Intel chipset.

If you use an ATI or nVidia video card, 

however, a few extra steps are needed, 

NOTBECAUSETHEOPEN353%FOLKSARELAZY
and don’t want to enable the “official” 

drivers for ATI or nVidia, but because 

those drivers are closed source and can’t 

be pre-configured by openSUSE for your 

video card for licensing reasons.

7ITH!4)�ITgSSIMPLE�*USTGOTOTHE
OPEN353%WIKIPAGEFORTHE!4)(/74/
;�=ANDTHENTOTHE�#LICK)NSTALLFOR
OPEN353%����AND�����)FYOUCLICKTHAT
icon, you’ll walk through a brief set of 

questions about the install and be 

prompted to enter the root password up 

front. Then, it’s a piece of cake. Just re-

start X (or if you’re paranoid, the entire 

system). That’s it!

For nVidia cards, again, installation is 

very nearly painless. In the nVidia sec-

TIONOFTHEOPEN353%WIKI;�=�USETHE
�#LICKICON�!FTERAFEWPROMPTS�INNO
time at all, you’ll have the nVidia driv-

ERS�-AKESURETORESTART8�ORG�
.OTETHATTHEOPEN353%WIKIHASSOME

tips and troubleshooting tricks if you’re 

interested.

Once 3D is working with your video 

card, you can turn on desktop effects 

�#OMPIZ&USIONUNDER'NOMEORTHE
NATIVEDESKTOPEFFECTSIN+$%���	TO
 improve usability and spice up your 

desktop a bit with some eye candy.

.OTETHATDESKTOPEFFECTSMIGHTNOT
be available with all graphics chipsets. 

/PEN353%����ENABLESDESKTOPEFFECTS
for a wide variety of systems, but some 

video cards simply aren’t supported.

To enable desktop effects under 

Gnome, go to the main menu and select 

#ONTROL#ENTER�4HEN�SELECTDesktop 

 Effects, which will bring up the Simple 

#OMPIZ#ONFIG3ETTINGS-ANAGER�3IMPLE
##3-�&IGURE�	�

This dialog makes it easy to enable 

desktop effects. Just click the box next 

to Enable desktop effects in the top of the 

dialog. Also, you can configure broad 

#OMPIZSETTINGSINTHEVARIOUSTABSOR
select a pre-configured profile from the 

drop-down menu. The default is proba-

bly a good setting to begin with.

If you are warned that your video 

chipset is unsupported, go ahead and 

enable desktop effects anyway. Likely 

they’ll work just fine.
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Once effects are enabled, you can set 

up the famous desktop cube effect under 

the Desktop tab. Select Desktop Cube 

from the Appearance drop-down menu, 

and choose the number of columns and 

rows you want (Figure 3). (Four columns 

is probably the best default.)

To make the cube spin, press 

#TRL�!LT�RIGHTARROWAND#TRL�!LT�LEFT
arrow. Also, you can move the cube 

AROUNDBYHOLDING#TRL�!LT�CLICKINGTHE
mouse (left-click) on the desktop, and 

manually guiding the cube. (It sounds 

more difficult than it actually is.)

For more advanced settings, you can 

USETHE#OMPIZ#ONFIG3ETTINGS-ANAGER�
Just go to the Computer menu, and se-

lect More Applications. Then, under 

 Utilities (on the left-hand side) select 

CompizConfig Settings Manager.

.OTETHATTHIS-ANAGERPROVIDESALOT
of options (Figure 4), and it’s probably a 

GOODIDEATOSTICKWITHTHE3IMPLE##3-
dialog unless you’re fairly comfortable 

working with the computer.

If you want to enable desktop effects in 

+$%����GOTOTHEMAINMENUANDSELECT
Configure Desktop (under the Favorites 

tab). Just select Desktop and click En-

able desktop effects from the General tab 

(Figure 5).

After you’ve checked the Enable desk-

top effects checkbox, click Apply. You’ll 

have the chance to confirm the new set-

tings (or cancel the change).

.OTETHATTHISPROCEDUREENABLESTHE
+7INDESKTOPEFFECTS�NOTTHE#OMPIZ
effects.

)FYOU�DPREFERTOUSE#OMPIZ�GOTO
Configure Desktop and select the Ad-

vanced tab; go to Session Manager and 

then look for Window Manager. A drop-

down menu should be set to KWin (the 

+$%DEFAULT	�.OWSELECTCompiz (Figure 

6) and then click Apply.

You’ll have to restart KDE to enable 

#OMPIZ�

If you installed openSUSE from the DVD, 

YOUWILLHAVESUPPORTFOR-0�PLAYBACK
and encoding by default – although this 

ISNOTTRUEFOR,IVE#$S�WHICHAREEN-

tirely open source software. However, 

you might occasionally want to play a 

media type that is not enabled right out 

of the box.

This hurdle is legal, not technical. De-

pending on where you live, certain for-

mats are encumbered by patents or other 

RESTRICTIONS�WHICHMEANS.OVELLANDTHE
openSUSE Project are not free to ship 

them.

If you live in a region where you’re 

free to enable these formats, you can 

find information on how to do it at the 

OPEN353%WEBSITE;�=�)FYOUWANTTOEN-

able the formats, despite the restrictions, 

you can install the following packages 

from the Packman and VideoLan reposi-

TORIES�LIBDVDCSS�LIBXINE��W��CODECALL�
k3b-codecs, and vlc.

To install the codecs in one shot, enter 

this command as root, or use sudo:

zypper in libdvdcss 

libxine1 w32codec-all 

k3b-codecs vlc
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Some multimedia packages from the 

VideoLan repositories might conflict 

with openSUSE’s default packages.

The default fonts from the openSUSE 

LIVE#$SAREAGOODSTART�BUTTHEODDS
are you’ll want to install a few more 

packages from the repos to get all the 

functionality you’d like.

Unfortunately, much of the world 

STILLDEFAULTSTO7INDOWS�SOALOTOFTHE
WORLD�SDOCUMENTSAND7EBPAGESJUST
don’t look quite right if you’re not using 

THE-ICROSOFTFONTS�7HAT�SA,INUXUSER
TODO�7ELLxINSTALLTHE-ICROSOFTFONTS�
However, you won’t find them in the 

OPEN353%����REPOSITORY�
&IRST�YOUNEEDTHE#ABEXTRACTAPPLI

cation, which uncompresses files in 

-ICROSOFT�S.cab (compressed) format:

zypper in cabextract

Of course, you can install from the GUI 

tools, but it’s usually easier to just whip 

open a terminal and go from there.

.OWRUNTHEFOLLOWINGCOMMANDSTO
GET-ICROSOFT�SFONTS�

wget 

http://download.opensuse.org/

update/10.3/scripts/

fetchmsttfonts.sh

chmod a+x fetchmsttfonts.sh

sudo sh fetchmsttfonts.sh

If free software licensing is important to 

YOU�-ICROSOFT�SFONTSAREhFREEASIN
beer,” but not “free as in freedom”) you 

might also try the Liberation Fonts as a 

suitable substitute. These fonts were de-

VELOPEDBY!SCENDER#ORP�ATTHEBEHEST
OF2ED(ATTOPROVIDEMETRICALLYEQUIVA-

LENTFONTSTOTHE-ICROSOFTFONTS�4HEY
are usually suitable substitutes, and 

they’re available under a more friendly 

license. To install the Liberation fonts, 

run zypper in liberation-fonts.

This certainly isn’t a comprehensive list 

of things you can do with openSUSE. If 

you’d like more tips and tricks on open-

SUSE, be sure to follow Planet SUSE 

;�=ANDOPEN353%.EWS;�=�4HE0LANET
SUSE site aggregates blogs by openSUSE 

contributors and community members, 

ANDOPEN353%.EWSCARRIESANNOUNCE-

ments and features of interest to open-

SUSE users.

The openSUSE wiki is also an excel-

LENTRESOURCE;�=�)FYOU�REAN%NGLISH
speaker, you’ll find lots of useful docu-

mentation and resources there.  p

[1]  MadWiFi: http://  en.  opensuse.  org/ 

 Atheros_madwifi

[2]  ATI driver HOWTO: http://  en. 

 opensuse.  org/  ATI_Driver_HOWTO

[3]  nVidia at OpenSUSE:  

http://  en.  opensuse.  org/  NVIDIA

[4]  Restricted formats: http://  en. 

 opensuse.  org/  Restricted_Formats

[5]  Planet SUSE:  

http://  www.  planetsuse.  org/

[6]  openSUSE News:  

http://  news.  opensuse.  org/

[7]  openSUSE wiki:  

http://  en.  opensuse.  org/
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