Charly’s Column YSADMIN

The sys admin's daily grind: Munin

THE RAVEN

Ornithologists already know that magpies don't really deserve their

reputation. The true kleptomaniac in the world of birds is the raven. And
it's worthwhile for data dealers to make the acquaintance of Munin, a

monitoring tool named after one fabled raven. BY CHARLY KUHNAST
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humans have lived with do- and in the evening they returned to re-
mesticated animals. The Norse port what they had observed - a kind of
god Odin had a horse named Sleipnir, early, feathered news ticker.
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tonous” and “greedy”), and two ravens Memory useful. I only changed the user and
called Hugin and Munin. Odin sent the Whereas Hugin represents the flight of group settings:
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RetEERn ey Hay Munin stands for memory, user root
70 which is a fitting name for group root
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lesBibeis TEel B e Ao vices installed on it. the example of its feathered friend - it
Figure 1: The Munin server picks up system data collected The server picks up the just reports everything that happens out
from nodes and uses RRDtool to generate a neat overview. data periodically and uses there in the big wide world, or at least
RRDtool to process the data  on its own nodes.
METGrY/ UsEge = byiday and generate detailed Before you start feeding your feathered
L graphs like that shown in friends, you might also want to read the
S Figures 1 and 2. Munin FAQ [2], which shows specific
1 . examples and answers questions about
i Sgttlnq Up the graphs, plugins, server configurations,
100 1 Bird and more. M

The minimal configuration
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B spps Cur: 50. 96M Min: 439, 94M Avg 50.52M Ma: 5L.07M flle /EIC/munln/munln'Conf “

B page_tables Cur: 696.00k Min: 696.00k Avg: 695.30k  Max: 766,60k :

B swap_cache Cur:  16.51M  Min:  16.51M Aug 16 5M  Max:  16.51M for the server looks like Vilurie fiiies . . i
walloc used  Cur  B.4IM  Min:  6.4IM  Avgl  641M  Max 418 . [1] Munin: http://munin.projects.linpro.no
B slab_cache Cur:  24.27M Min: 24.27M hug: 24.31M  Max: 24.7IM this:

O cache Cur:  72.90M  Min:  72.77M  Ava:  FE.1SM Max: 7362 i o g g 2

B buffers Cur: 197.07M Min: 196.97M Avg: 197.01M  Max: 157.09M [2] Munin FAQ: http://munin.projects.
B uruised Cur 7.51M  Min 7.044  Avg 7.8BM  Max 8.21M 5 iki/f

M swap Cur:  16.51M Min: 16.51M  Avg 16.51M  Max: 16.51M . . . IIan’O.nO/WIkI/ aq

O committed Cur:  98.29M Min: 97.29M  Awg 97.830  Max:  99.41M dbd'l r /Va r /] 1 b/mun] n

B mapped Cur:  SS.37M  Min:  SE.35M  Avg:  S8.87M  Max:  53.62M

B active Cur: 276.44M  Min: 275.51M  Avg: 276.83M  Max: 278,36M i i

B inactive Cur:  S5.13M  Min: 53.57M  fAug.  S4.43M  Max:  55.37H htmldir /var/www/munin
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logdir /var/log/munin Charly Kuihnast is a

Figure 2: Munin even provides color coding for more rundir /var/run/munin Unix System Man-
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accessible graphs. :
ter in Moers, near

Germany's famous

River Rhine. His

tasks include ensur-

ing firewall security

and availability and taking care of
the DMZ (demilitarized zone).

[gw.kuehnast.com]

SYSADMIN address 192.168.0.127
IMAP Proxies This example has only one node, gw.
kuehnast.com. The node configuration is
pretty exhaustive, but the defaults are
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Learn about IMAP proxies that can help
you manage your mail traffic.
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