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Apache is the most popular web server in the world, with millions of installations around the planet serv-

ing up a huge portion of that information space we know as the World Wide Web. But Apache isn’t the 

only HTTP server – or even the only open source HTTP server. Many admins prefer leaner, sleeker tools 

to the powerful, but full-figured, Apache.

This month we study a pair of open source alternative web servers. We start with a look at the fast and simple 

Hiawatha, which offers easy configuration and some interesting security features. Then we visit Nginx, a web 

server and reverse proxy system used on high-volume Internet sites such as Hula.com. You’ll learn about the ben-

efits of Hiawatha and Nginx, and we’ll show you how to set up these alternative servers on your own network.

Then we turn our attentions back to Apache for the third article, which highlights some tips for speeding up 

web servers. We’ll show you some important Apache directives that will help you get better performance, and 

we’ll look at why these directives work and when additional speed might just cause additional problems.

The final article in this month’s set examines how to organize a website with Server Side Includes. If you’re 

restless for a new server, or if you’re satisfied with Apache but are looking for some tips on design and perfor-

mance, read on for our study of web servers with Linux.  n

Alternative servers and Apache techniques

EdgE on thE WEb
This month we look at some alternative web servers and show you some smart Apache tech-

niques. BY JOE CASAD
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