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The first edition of Rankin’s book was 

well received but is now dated. Knoppix 

continues to develop, and with the ad-

vent of new products such as Windows 

Vista, you might want some extra rescu-

ing. The latest incarnations of Knoppix 

and Knoppix Hacks can help. In fact, 

Knoppix provides hacks for the operat-

ing system of your choice, so don’t just 

think of the Live CD as a Windows fix.

I was a little disappointed that the Live 

CD is now a Live DVD because my Win-

dows machine only has a CD drive, 

which means I must test the DVD on my 

Ubuntu box. Knoppix Hacks helps right 

away – the latter part of Hack #1 shows 

you how to create an SBM boot floppy 

that will let you boot from almost any 

kind of optical disc. Also, Hack #2 ex-

Knoppix Hacks, 2nd Edition
plains how to boot a 

virtual Knoppix using 

the QEMU virtual ma-

chine environment.

As I read through 

Rankin’s book, I dis-

covered that an abun-

dance of options are 

available with Knop-

pix. Although Knoppix 

is billed as the “Swiss 

Army knife” of Linux distros, it’s not just 

a “fix it” disc. For example, consider 

Hack #43: “Convert Knoppix to Debian 

Unstable.”

Like the other books in O’Reilly’s 

Hacks series, Rankin’s update doesn’t 

disappoint. Both Knoppix and Knoppix 

Hacks live up to their reputations as 

being highly versatile and flexible 

– a real “one-stop shopping” envi-

ronment for a variety of needs. 

 Although you can read the book 

from cover to cover, it is really 

meant to be a reference guide for 

specific tasks.

Repair Linux, rescue Windows, 

and even create your own custom-

ized version of Knoppix – all these 

options are available. If you like 

Knoppix, get a copy of Knoppix Hacks.

Kyle Rankin 
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Absolute FreeBSD, 2nd Edition
Absolute FreeBSD claims to be a “one-

stop shopping” text for all things Free-

BSD. Although it isn’t an impossible goal 

to achieve, not all books 

live up to this kind of 

hype. Happily, Michael 

W. Lucas wrote a winner.

I have to admit that al-

though I’m familiar 

enough with Linux in gen-

eral – and Debian-based 

distros in particular – to 

feel comfortable reviewing 

books in that area, I’ve 

never entered the world of 

FreeBSD or *nix. With that 

in mind, this “one-stop shopping” book 

should be able to teach me FreeBSD 

 administration.

Absolute FreeBSD begins with the 

usual introduction and history lesson 

and then introduces the various help re-

sources you can find online, where to get 

the operating system, and how to install 

it. Next, Lucas covers the boot process, 

backup and restore, kernel management, 

network configuration, and 

so on.

Lucas states that he wrote 

the book to be read from 

cover to cover, so there are 

no surprises there. What 

makes the book stand out 

is the thoroughness with 

which he covers each topic 

and the clarity of his writ-

ing. Although he is not the 

only system administrator 

who knows how to write 

and keep it interesting, Lucas writes 

with a style that not only tells you what 

you need to know but also makes you 

feel like he’s actually talking to you.

FreeBSD has changed over the years 

not only in terms of technical improve-

ments and innovations, but also in ac-

cess. What was once the purview of the 

elite kernel programmer and *nix guru is 

now within the grasp of anyone with the 

ability to install an operating system, 

configure services, and read source code. 

Although Linux gets most of the buzz, at 

least in casual open source circles on the 

web, FreeBSD has been quietly working 

behind the scenes since before Linux 

even existed. 

If you’re a *nix admin, or want to be, 

or are just curious about the potential 

FreeBSD has to offer, you should pick 

up a copy of the latest edition of this 

Michael W. Lucas book. You won’t be 

disappointed.

Michael W. Lucas 
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Linux Networking Cookbook
I’ll admit that I’m of a fan of Carla 

 Schroder’s articles. This self-described 

“bratgrrl” is self-taught in the realm of 

Linux and entered the world of comput-

ing – and ultimately systems administra-

tion – at the age of 37. As a mid-life ca-

reer changer myself, I am intrigued by 

her story and wanted to review her book 

for reasons other than it simply being a 

Linux book. Schroder wrote the Linux 

Cookbook for O’Reilly back in 2004, so 

this isn’t her first foray into the world of 

writing books. Linux Cookbook was well 

received, so I wanted to see whether 

Linux Networking Cookbook could live 

up to her previous effort.

Like most cookbooks, Schroder’s book 

is a collection of Linux recipes. In this 

case, the recipes are designed to take the 

reader through a set of specific network 

administration tasks on Linux platforms. 

Often cookbooks include only loosely 

related recipes under general topics, but 

the “Building” chapters in Linux Net-

working Cookbook use each recipe as a 

step in a process. For instance, Chapter 

2, “Building a Linux Gateway on a Sin-

gle-Board Computer,” comprises 13 sep-

arate recipes, but each recipe is actually 

a step in the process of accomplishing 

the chapter’s task. From the chapter ti-

tles, simply pick the task 

you want to perform and 

work through the recipes 

in numerical order.

Other chapters discuss 

principles rather than spe-

cific steps. For example, 

Chapter 6, “Routing with 

Linux,” details the princi-

ples of configuring routing 

on a Linux platform, but 

you won’t learn the specif-

ics of actually building a 

router. Of course, not all networking 

tasks involve constructing a dedicated 

Linux box to achieve a particular goal. 

This flexible approach helps the book 

appeal to readers who want to learn the 

principles of networking, in addition to 

goal-oriented readers who want to put 

together Linux networking devices.

Linux Networking Cookbook was writ-

ten with both the newbie and seasoned 

veteran in mind, but readers do need 

know basics such as what TCP/ IP is; the 

differences between hubs, 

routers, and switches; and 

what makes a LAN differ-

ent from a WAN.

If you have an interest in 

network administration or 

are an admin who wants to 

learn more about network-

ing in the Linux world, 

Schroder’s Linux Net-

working Cookbook is the 

resource for you.

Carla Schroder 
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